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‘AN ISLAND OF VILLAGES.

What Consolidation With the Meirop-
' olis Means fo Staten
Islanders.

¥ all the outlying districts that are to be part of the Greater New York
there is none more interesting than Staten Island. “The ¥merald Gem

lying befween crystal seas,” one of the old writers, marvelling at the

{ beautiful verdure, called it. Now ity shores are dotted with villas,
#nd it has many busy and populous villages, but the old romantic de-

. scription holds good.
It 18 so near to New York that its

fndependence has cost it dear. By the

~_ ferry system it has besn freated as & foreign locality instsad of an actual
~ part of the clty, which it really Is. But all this will be changed when Greater

. realization of their expectations.
-

leys and seashore.

',

New York I= a fact, and the Staten Islanders are walting Impatiently for the

~ Staten Island comprises the whole of Richmond County, has an area of
57,000 squars miles and an estimated population of 60,000, In its topographi-
il construction it has a remarkable diversity—hills and plains, inland val-

Island Villages apd Splendid Hills.

¥ Rising abruptly at New York Bay with the Kill von Kull on the northern
. shors, & ridge of hills, broken by passes, extends north and south the whole
Jength of the island, reaching on altitude of 413 feet.
A residence on this fsland gives one the combingd pleasure of seashore,
suburban village anid eountry lfe, to which will now be added the metropoll-

‘tan life of New ork City.

The island has sixty-five miles of water front, forty miles of good country
rosas; twenty post omices and the,principal streets of tha villages are paved

' with telford or macadam.

It is an ail-the-year resort for those who live on the {sland, its accessi-

(.

‘bility end healthful surroundings making it preferable to life in the larger

| B the native inhabitents, the Indians, it was called Aquehonga Manack-
nml. and sometimes Eghquahous, which means “The Flace of Bad Woods,"

April 4, 1609,

;
2
' which then owned the island.
"‘\._

2.

_ fsland. He encountersd the Raritan Indians,

It was not until 1644 that an arme

and o It figures in some of Fenimore Cooper’s stories.
" Henry Hudson, who salled from Amsterdam on the ship Halt Moon on
) : was the first white man to investigate the mysteries of the

a branch of the Delaware tribe,

d expedition was organized against tha
" Indlans of Staten Island, which finally led to its ocgupation by the whites,
e Pre-@olumbian Ipdia) Astronomers.

. Of the Indlan women of Staten Island Wassenaer wrote in 1621:

B\ ufhey are most experienced star-gazers; there is scarcely one of them but
ah name all the stars, their rising and setting, the positlon of the Arctes,

(this 18 ‘“The Wagon’) Iz as well known to them as to us, and they name them

- Of the present population on the is

land the wvillage of New Erighton,

_whieh comprises the whole fown of Castelton, is among the most altractive

5 and progressive.

.~ 1In this village are numerous localities, named for convenlence. Among them

1l

|| ate Tomplkinsville, St. George, New Brighton, Saflors’ Snug Harbor, Living-
" ston, West Brighton, Prohibition Park and Castleton Corners.

" The village ls governed by a Board of Truslees, conslsting of ‘six mem-
":" bers: President, James Kerr, Board—First Ward, Thomas ¥H. Harper; Sec-
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ond Ward, Peter McHugh; Third Ward, Edward Brice; Fourth Ward, James
Fifth Ward, Wiliilam H. McCabe; Sixth Ward, Guy S. Brantingham.

T ge Treasurer, John J. Featherston. Village Clerk. Joseph F. O'Gradwv.
" Engineer, Theodor S. Oxholm. Ordinance Officer, Henry Eichenberger.

. The village has two electric plants, located at St. Georfs and New
Brighton, which have recently been consolidated under the name of New
' York & Staten Island Blectrlc Company. It Is owned by & private corpora-
. tion, of which Supervisor E. P. Doyle is president.

~ This company has acquired and is now completing a most extensive

ﬂlm for electrie power. It was begun three years

ago by Hrdstus Wi-

an. When, in operation it will furnish the Hghting facilities for the thres

‘willages of New Brighton, Port Richmond and Bdgewater.

Y AMES KERR, drugglst, president
of the willage of New Brighton:

=k

L%y am deetaedly I favor of the
}.m which will do sway with

the willnge offices aud give us one,

. government In which we can place
‘some rellance. At present there are

. forty-three executivé bodles on Staten

v Ieland, and the machinery of gov-

© . eroment s pecessarlly cumherseme,
~ © While the respective trustees and
~ msome other officinls get no salary,
~ yot the aggregute expenses of ndminis-
e mm Is larga and burdensome. I be-
'f . lleve the president of Edgewater Is the
~only pald officer amoug the trustees.
‘We have a very good fire system in

~ ihis village. but under coasolidation the
“ volunteer system will naturally give
‘Way to & pald department, which in
reapects & an advantage. Fifty

men at least would have to form fhat
7 department, asd thelr annunl salaries
- would amount to a good round sum.

¢ Papsans Interestad In consolldation hava

" for some time advocated the prosecutlon
of lmprovements on the ground that
/Greater New York wonld have to stand
fha expense. Real estats ls more sc-

: ‘than It bog been for some time

;;l
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past, with flve cent ferry fares
Zere Wil be a great luflux of new
population. Our total assessed valus.
Qlon l# now $8MGESIS, and the rate ls

o FL per hundred. That Is not much for
The biggest village In the State. We

- are proud of aur village. It may be
'm Mittle dresry In Winter, but Ia the

~ Spmmer there s uo prettier or more,
. mttractive apot on earfh. Then thers

- will ba En additional seurce of pride In
|, baelng conmected with the greatest me
_ tropolls on this -eo;unent. " The Indles
espesiully. are enthnsiastic on that

ay

be able to date thelr letters from New
York Olty.

An Immensg Advantage.
BE. D, CLAREK, hardware merchant—I be-
lleve that the consolldation of Staten
Island with New York Is going to resuit
In immense advantnges to us. It will
muke a closer community of Interests,
and one of its desirable (ffects will be
the alolition of the ferry franchises,
which have worked to our detriment In
the past, since they were sold for the
benefit of New York. The people living
on Staten Island have had to pay too
much for the privilege of being ecarried
back and forth. Consolldation will
bring us Into the elty, and there will be
no chance for further discrimination of
that kind. Then we will be benefited In
other ways. For Instance, there are any
amount of trust funds which have to be
invedted In New York realty. Being
part of New York we will get our
shire of those funds, dnd the Island
will consequently develop In varlfons
ways. Then our system of government
will be radically changed. Byery town
and village las to have its own set of
officers now, which 18 necessurily very
expensive. ‘While many new offlces will
be created under the new charper, the
genergl schemse will he less expensive,
and mnny lttle jobs that might be put
throngh nader cover of loeal ndministra-
tion will bhe prevented. We are prow-
Ised better ferry faclitles, which will
be o boon In Iteelf, and our frolley
system, which will roeelve n still great-
er stimulus, will open up the Interior of
of tho Isiand to home seckers and assist
I gensral trade. Then wa look forward
‘to relief In the matter of taxation.
- While we are not oppressed in this

J. E. MULLIGAN, former Superyisor and

JOHN IRVING, of the Irving Manufae-

WILLIAM SEATON,

W. A, COLLINS, real cstate—Do I belleve

“GEM BETWEEN CRVS

STEPNEM
D.

TECHENS,
COUNTY JUDUE

’Fl{e, People of Beaufiful New Brighton S@éi

Prosperity and Comiforft in
Greafer New YorR.

partienlar to the extent of other com-
munities, still our numerous offices are
costly, and their gbelition tmust benedt
the taxpayers. At any wafe I think we ?
are taxed-higher now that we shall be L3
undér the simplified form of the gov- | |
ernment of Greater New York. T

1

Uoted Against It.

present Postmnster—I do not share the
hopes of many cltizens ln regard fo [
the effect of consolldation, I yoted l
ngilnst the scheme because of the slow
progress which the outlying gectlong of
New York made. 1 do nat belleye thnt
we would fare any better than they (id,
and ns we are in pretiy good conditlon
now, T do not see any necesslty, for tni-
Ing chances in that respect, Ferhaps in
one or two ways we may benefit. It |4
avill help us to improved ferry service, b
no douhbt, amd 1t is high tlme that we ||
stopped payitg tribute to New York In |9
that conneetion. With regard to ftoxa-
tion, I do not Lhink assessments will be
any enslerfor us. But I sincerply hope
that the advantages that the advocntes
of the geheme predict will result, Great.
er New York ls pretty near belng-an ac-
ecomplished fact, and we shull bhave to L3
make the best of It anyway. L

turing Company—1 have bean agalnst
consolidntion, because I think It will |
be detrimental to the Isinnd. 1 am
afraid that, smong other thugs, It will |4
ralse taxation. We wiil be the tail of

-

Officers of
RICHMOND COUNTY.

COUNTY JUDGE & SURROGATE:
ETEPHEN D. STEPHENS,

SHERIFTF:
JOHN L, DAILEY.

COUNTY CLERK:
JOHN H. ELSWORTH.

DISTRICT-ATTORNEY:
GEORGE M. PINNEY, JR.

COUNTY TREASURER:
JAMES WHEELER.

SOHOOL COMMISSIONTR:
MHS., JULIA K, WEST.

COUNTY SUPT, OF THE FOOR: o
BENJAMIN J. BODINE, ‘f

CORONERSS :
ISAAC A, SBILVIE,
CHARLES W. TOWNSEND,
EDWIN A. HERVEY,
JOHN T, OATES,

POLICE COMMISSIONHRS:
NICHOLAS MULLER,
ROBERT M. HAZARD,

COUNTY ASSESSORS:
ASDREW FEATHERSTON,
HARRY CLARKE,
HENRY T. METCALFE,
PIERCE J. DUNN, 1
ABEL MARTIN,
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the kite all the timé, nnd will have to
take whntever the general government
gops fit to give us. The best plan of nd-
vanelng the Interests of Staten Island
would have been to consolldate the vi-
rious townships end vilmges Into one
cliy ‘of our own, {o be governed by men
thoroughly conversant with oor needs
and clinnces for development. Our rep-
resentition In the Board of Aldermen in
New Yoric will be wirtually nothing, and,
we will be always left out In the cold
so far as substantial lmprovements are
concernedl.

oid resident of
Tompkinsville—Consolidatlon with New
York ls the best thing that could hap-
pen to Staten Island. I know what Hor-
lem was twenty years ago, and T know
what this lsland will be twenty years
hence under thls grand scheme of con-
solldation. Our business Iz downtown In
New York, and we are much nearer to
its centre than Harlem. Thers has
been ‘a boom here already ln antlclpa-
tion of annexatlon, New cottages are
springing up on all sldes, and the pros-
pects are excellent for a large Increase
In our permanent population.

Suare to Bepefit Them,

that consolldatlon  will benefit us?
Most assuredly. We will belong to some-
thing then, which we npever {id be-
fore. Real estate has already begun to
fecl the Improvement, consequent on
the coming change. I have lved here
thirty-six years, and I never knew
r better feeling to exist or 4 more con-

fldent hellef In the coming good times.
There will not be moch (ifference In
our taxatlon, In my oplnlon; I think
the rate yill remain yery mueh as it is
now. Improvements: are In very
folr shape on the island at present.
There §s oo finer water supply In the
Btate. Our lghting facllities are excel-
lent, nnd wlth .the additional ferry-
bonts that the company has promised,
we hope for & relgn of prosperity ‘that
will maks us the envy of certiin other
dstricts of Gredter New York., Trips
every fiftéen minutes during business
hours will be a bleszing to all the resi-
dénts of the island.

ROBERT HOMPHRREY, publigher—Speak-

Ing for my#elf, T nm not sure that an-
nexition 1s going to benefit us much, I
belleved in the other prodect to Incor-
porate “all the villnges of Richmond
County as a ¢lty. We really onght to
belong to Jerser., One thing, however, '
copsolidation will do that may prove
a bencfit—it will abollsh local offices,
and so decrense the general expenses
of the couniye Of course, the zame
result would follow If we were to form
a clty of our owns

Many ﬂduaquqes.

HARRY C. JONES, real estate—We will

be helped materially, for T bave no donbt
that the general government will take
charge of our ferrles, which have not
glven satlsfactlon In the past, and see
thnt we have the best possible service.
The county will probably not be & resl-
dentlal place for very rich men for some

- v o+ o4

tima to eome. but It will attraet clerks
and  mechanies, especinlly when the
fare s ent down to § cents. Bullding is
belng rapidly pushed in view of consoli-
datlon. One gredt advantage to us will
be:the ptiolltlon af tle corps of tax eol-
lectors who vislt us yearly. -We have
collectors for village and lamp taxes,
school taxes and others for State, town
and county taxcs, They come ronng at
different times, and many persons have
#pked In alarm when the tax collector
was coming again. Then the abolition
of the local offlces wlll stop a great
many quarrels; annorances and aldn ex-
penses,

A Qreat Improvement.

H. J. CREIGHTON, renl estate—Five-cent
ferry farez will bring many persons to
the Island who were kept away by the
ten<ent fare. Ad soon ns It is thorough-
Iy advertised that we have eheap trans-
portation here there will be a rush
Tor homes, and business generally will
Inerense, Ever since Greater New Yotk
wag tallied about (here las been an lm-
provemernt in the real estale businegs,
During the last three months our firm’
has done more business than durlng the
whole of lnst year

C. A. HART, Rictmond County Herald
and farge real estute owner—I think it
the graodest schemo ever devised for
the develppment and benefit of Staten
Island. ‘The fonet that we are to be
nnunexed to New York will ellminate all
il feeling and prejudice which bave, in &
megstre, gttached to our lsland, for we
are now martled Into one family, T
asgnme that capltalists In New York
will now look to Staten Island with o
vlew to Investments. Our claracter of
government will be Infinitely better, and
our |mprovements will be on & more
gigantie plan.  Clerks i the clty de-
partments, school teacliers, polldemen,
ete., can now become residents of this
berough sinee we are in the clty Umits,
Legal restrietlons, which have hereto-
fore prevented the Investment of trust

| funds in our property. will now allow
milllons of dollars to be placed in
Staten Island, The next few years will
see groater lmprovements than have
been known for the past half century,
and Staten Islgnd Is the best fleld for

investment.
AUGUSTUS ACKER, Pollesa Justice and
Supervisor—I have always favorad

Greater New York malnly because pub-
lle officers will now recelye good sals-
flog for their labor. All our people on
the lsiand nve satisfed. We expeot
many benefits from annexation. It
will not be long before our Island will
be dotted with new houses, constructed
by new residents, who will be seeklng

convenlent and comfortable homes
nocessible to New York., These cons

siderations, with the guestion of econ-
omy, wil induce imany people to live
with ‘ds, We can now rent on the
ialund zood, tenantable houses for from
400 a year upward. We have the best
record in the State Board of Health
and the smallest death rate. There Is
no such thing as malurin on the island.
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of ease and eomfort.

Brighton, overlocking the bay.

of New Brighton.

and.

from Clifton to Tottenville.
Castleton avenue.
to Conecord.

panies.

Scandinavian Church.

St. Rose of Lima Catholle,

kinsville; Mo. 5, Prohibition Park.
“The blg private schools are:

City Instifufions. -

HE Sallors’ Snug Harbor, wwhich is located in the town of Castle-
ton, iz a refuge for honorably discharged geamen, It 1s located on
the north shore of Staten Island, about half & mile from New

Erigh#on, and has a frontage of 2,200 feet on the Kill von Kull. In this

gheltered and guiet retreat eight hundred battered old “tars” live n life

The 8§ R, Smith's Infirmary is situated on the highest point
It is entirely of brick, and the varions wards
of the hospital were the donations of prominent residents of the island.

1t isigonducted by a Board of Trustees, but the credit of its success is
due largely to Dr, Theodore Walser, the present Heallh Officer; of the village

@hurehes and Schools of Statep Island.

The |sland s falrly dotted with elghteen churches. Among them are:
At Bompkinsville—Brighton Helghts Reformed Church.
At New Brighton—First Baptist Church, Bt.

WHY ISLANDERS ARE PROUD

WVith the Beauty and Comfort of Coun-

They Have

of New

In connection with this infirmary there iz also a School for Nurses and
the new Contaglon Hospital, which has just been completed.

How the Islapders Get About.

The Rapid Transit Rallroad skirts the north and east shores of the isl-
It runs from St. George in one direction to Bouth BHeach, and in the
opposite directlon to Mariners’ Harbor, elght milés of double track. This
company has also leased the Staten Island Rallway Company, which Tuns

The Staten Island Electric Railroad extends from Holland Hook, op-
posite Elizabethport, to South Beach by way of St. George, a distance of
eleven miles. It has branches which run to Silver Lake, Port

Richmond and

Lo e

The Staten Island Midland Blectrie Railroad traverses the interior of the
island, having a linke from Stapleton to the ecounty seat at Richmond, and
another froam West Brighton through Port Richmond and Prohibitlon Park

The Fire Department is volunteer and compesesd of nineteen companies,
known as the North Shore Fire Department. It Is governed by a Board of
Fire Representatives, composad of two members from each of the com-

Peter's Roman Cathollo,

At West Brighton—Calvary Presbyterlan, Trinity Methodist Episcopal,

At Snug Harbor—Unitarian Church, Randall Memorial Church.

At Livingston—St. Mary's Eplscopal. )

At Prohibition Park—Dean's Memorial Church.

At Castleton Corners—Moravian Church.

The banks are: First National Bank, located at Bt. George; Charles H.
Tngalls, president; Theodore H. Spratt, cashier. y

Richmond County Sayings Bank, located at West Brighton; John Weast~
brook, president; 8. D. Slmonson, secretary and manager.

The Igland has splendld publie schools, as follows:
Qastleton Corners; No. 2, West Brighton; No. 3, New Brighton; No. 4, Tomp-

Dilstriet School No. 1,

Staten Island Academy, at St. Georme; Westerleigh Collegiate Instituts,
FProhibition Park; 8t. Mary's Military Bchool, Livingston. :

The police are under the government of Richmond County, and the vil-
lage governments have no control over them. 3 !

The Board is known as the County Commissloners of Pollce and consista
of three members. There s a vacancy In the present Board. The two actual
members are ex-Congressman Nicholas Muller and Robert M, Hazard,

The Second Precinet Station iz in the village at West Brighton.

The local force assigned to the village consists of a sergeant, two rounds-
men and twenty patrolmen, who also patrol the village of Port Richmond.

Conslflering the many advantages Staten
Island affords, we naturally expect to
be greatly benefited by being taken into
Greater New York.

HERBERT CRANTREE, coal merchant
—I Ipok upon the scheme of Greater
New York as an extellent-thing for
Staten Island. Up to this time New
York Clty ans been ngalnst out Interests
fn the way of fertlage. In comparison
with the miles travelled, onr people
have had to pay more for gotting to the
business district thon those of nny other
suburb. Consequently property owners
here will ba very giad of the specdy con-
sumniation of congolldatlon. Thaly prop-
erty wlll be on the same basis as other
New York Clty property. Tlen we will
be asslsted 1n a warlety of ways. We
hope that the administeation of onr af-
fairs will be better. Not that we have
any speein! grlevance tp complain of In
regard to our officials, bhut the aboltion
of numerons petty oflices must have a
tendency. to reduce taxetion und lead to
Improvements I other respects, Our

cltizens thoroughly appreciate the situa-
tlan, They voted for the uew charfer
with great cheerfulness gnd volled up a
blg majorlty for It. With better ferry
focllltlies and cheaper fare, which Is al-
ready promised, we expect a lurge fn-
grepse Inothe permanent popmilation of
the fsland. We bave the finest resi-
dentind section of any part of the State,
and the people generally will benefit by
consolldation, .

I, ALMSTAEDT, President of the Henlth
Board and’ photographer—We are away
whend of Now York Olty in health here,
We have & thoronghly organized Board,
nnd gur death rate ls as low as It Is
nnywl in the State. We have good

i wﬁ for acoldents and sickuess us

well as lhospltals for contaglouns dia-
eases. We have separnte collectlon of
nshes and garbage, and a erématory for
burnjng all refuze. D, Doly, Health
Oftioer of the Port of New York, hag
complimented us -on our thorough and
efficient system. Consolidation, In my
opinion, will bring the isiand further

forward. What has kept us brek 10

the past has been the jealousy of New
York. Now that we are to Pecome part
of Greater New York we expect o
shinrg In the general benetits and im-
provements. On  aecount of the geo- /
graphionl gltuntion, we could be made
the greatest rtallrond cpntre In the
world,  Truonk lines could be foested
" Lere, conuecting with streams from all
purtsof theworld. Vessels would save the
time and nvold the dangoers of going up

the bBay. In view of the fact thut New |

York s now suffering for the lack of
gufllefent dockage, the great mngmucis.l
Intereats of the consoliduted cliy would
be entnneed by being able to tuke ad-
vantage of our facilitles 1o that regard,
Our witer frontage is maghificent, Wa
huve the best and safest anchoruge fo be
fonutil anywhere, ufact which is gieog-
plzed by the Noavy Department having
the feet pnohor hefe, The topography
af the fsland I3 sndh thit vissels dre
shellered from the nortlhwestern storms,
which they would ealel on the other
side of the hay. When the authorities
of Greater New, Yook fully reallze
these fuets 1 have no donbt (hat they
will tuke megsared to utilize onr MWARY |

nafural ddvantages In the Interest of

the generl traile und pommerce of the
port.
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